
ENROLLMENT SUMMARY 2013
Division of Enrollment Management and Marketing



 University Enrollment  2

 Undergraduate Enrollment  4

 Freshman Enrollment  6

 Transfer Enrollment  8

 Freshman and Transfer Demographics  10

 Freshman Admission Trends  12

 Transfer Admission Trends  13

 Freshman Retention and Graduation Rates  14

 Degrees Granted  15

 Graduate and Law Enrollment  16

 New Graduate Enrollment  18

 DePaul Locations and Credit Hours  21

 Diversity  22

 National Comparisons  24

TABLE OF CONTENTS

College Acronyms and Abbreviations 

BUS Driehaus College of Business
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University Colleagues,

On behalf of the entire Enrollment Management and Marketing team, I am pleased to 
present DePaul’s 2013 enrollment summary. This annual report describes the current 
enrollment profile and how it has changed over the years as we have pursued DePaul’s 
ambitious enrollment goals. 

Higher education institutions nationwide face significant challenges. Demographic, 
economic, competitive and technological changes have led to unprecedented turbulence 
and growing unpredictability in enrollment planning. As just one example, increasing 
price sensitivity has created significant pressure on universities to deliver strong student 
outcomes that clearly demonstrate the value of a college degree, while simultaneously 
forcing institutions to provide more financial aid to keep the net price of that education 
within reach.

While DePaul has achieved a prominent and enviable position in the competitive 
landscape, it is not immune from the challenges. Enrollment at the graduate level 
is particularly volatile but undergraduate enrollments also demonstrate increasing 
vulnerability, especially in liberal arts programs. In nearly every area, DePaul’s  
enrollment outcomes mirror national trends.

In the face of these challenges, the 2013 enrollment profile offers evidence of DePaul’s 
resilience and competitiveness. We remain, for the 16th consecutive year, the largest 
Catholic university in the country. This year’s freshman class has the highest average  
high school GPA and ACT score ever. Students of color represent a university record  
34 percent of the entire student body. The four-year graduation rate increased for the  
sixth straight year. New health science programs are demonstrating remarkable growth, 
as are our online courses. 

Amid these achievements and challenges, one thing becomes clear: The business is 
changing, and DePaul must as well. Because of the efforts of all of who teach and work  
at DePaul, we are well-positioned to do so. Thank you for all that you do to ensure our 
future success.

Sincerely,

David H. Kalsbeek, PhD
Senior Vice President, Enrollment Management and Marketing

LETTER TO THE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY



UNIVERSITY ENROLLMENT

DePaul remains the nation’s largest Catholic university for the 16th consecutive year with a total 
student enrollment of 24,414. This is consistent with last year, down 552 students or 2 percent.

 Undergraduate Enrollment –16,420 students enrolled this fall, comparable to 2012. 
Undergraduate enrollment continues to grow as a share of total enrollment, accounting for  
67 percent of total enrollment in 2013, up from 65 percent in 2009.

 Graduate Enrollment – 7,103 students enrolled this fall, down 6 percent from 2012, 
accounting for 29 percent of university enrollment.

 Law Enrollment – 891 students enrolled this fall, down 4 percent from 2012. Law enrollment 
accounts for 4 percent of university enrollment.

Students registered for a total of 296,722 credit hours in fall 2013. Seventy-nine percent of  
these credit hours were generated by undergraduate courses and 21 percent by graduate and  
law courses.
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University Enrollment 2004-13
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University Enrollment by College 
  Graduate  Percentage 

 
Undergraduate

 
and Law Total of Total

 

BUS/KGSB 4,255 1,866 6,121 25%

CDM 1,999 1,989 3,988 16%

LAS 2,866 951 3,817 16%

CSH 2,662 729 3,391 14%

CMN 1,735 230 1,965 8%

SNL 1,615 147 1,762 7%

COE 728 1,005 1,733 7%

Law  891 891 4%

Music 244 147 391 2%

Theatre 316 39 355 1%

Total 16,420 7,994 24,414 100%

DEPAUL HAS LAUNCHED TWO COLLEGES IN THE LAST SIX YEARS:  
COMMUNICATION AND SCIENCE AND HEALTH. IN 2013, THESE TWO  
COLLEGES ACCOUNT FOR 22 PERCENT OF TOTAL ENROLLMENT.

DePaul’s total enrollment represents a diverse student body in terms of ethnicity, gender and 
other demographics.

   56 percent are students under 24 years of age.
   53 percent are female.
   34 percent are students of color.
   6 percent are international students (on all visa types).



DePaul enrolled 16,420 undergraduates this fall, comparable to 2012 and 1 percent larger than 
the 2009 class five years ago.

Full-Time and Part-Time Undergraduate Enrollment

  Full-time enrollment has increased by 3 percent compared with 2009, while part-time  
enrollment has declined by 5 percent.
  Eighty-three percent of all undergraduates are full-time, up from 82 percent in 2009 and  
73 percent in 2001.
  All colleges have more than 89 percent full-time undergraduate enrollment, with the exception 
of SNL, which is mostly part time (90 percent).
  BUS accounts for over a quarter of the undergraduate enrollment in 2013 at 26 percent, down 
from 28 percent in 2009. Compared with 2009, CSH, CDM and CMN account for a larger share 
of undergraduate enrollment, while the proportions in LAS, SNL, COE and Music have declined.
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UNDERGRADUATE ENROLLMENT
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Undergraduate Enrollment 
by College

Music Theatre COE SNL CMN
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766 
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 Full Time Part Time Total

 9,476 (73%) 3,544 (27%) 13,202

 11,381 (77%)   3,359 (23%) 14,470

 13,213 (82%)   2,986 (18%) 16,199

 13,594 (83%)   2,826 (17%) 16,420

  Full Time      Part Time
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This chart includes historical 
enrollment data broken out 
to reflect LAS and CSH as 
separate colleges. Prior to 
2011, these enrollments 
were combined within LAS.
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Undergraduate 
Enrollment

2009 16,199

2010 16,052

2011 16,384

2012 16,498

2013 16,420

1,999 

2013 UNDERGRADUATE ENROLLMENT =16,420 
1993 TOTAL ENROLLMENT =16,479 

Proportion of Undergraduate 
Enrollment by College 
  2009 2013

BUS 28% 26%

LAS 23% 17%

CSH 11% 16%

CDM 8% 12%

CMN 9% 11%

SNL 12% 10%

COE 6% 4%

Theatre 2% 2%

Music 2% 1%

Undergraduate  16,199 16,420 
Enrollment 
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DePaul welcomed a class of 2,425 new freshmen in fall 2013, which is 6 percent fewer than 
last year’s class of 2,593 students. Although freshman enrollment declined overall, enrollment 
in CSH, CMN and Theatre was up, compared with 2012. The largest proportion of freshmen  
enrolled in BUS, followed by LAS and CSH.

By Academic Profile

The freshman class is strong on all measures of academic preparedness. 
  The average high school GPA—the best predictor of academic success at DePaul—is the 
highest ever at 3.65, compared with 3.45 in 2009. 
  The average ACT composite score of all DePaul freshmen is 25.4,* with the middle 50 percent 
of the class scoring between 23 and 28. Nationally, the average ACT composite score is 20.9.
  Fifty-seven percent of freshmen graduated in the top 25 percent of their high school class,  
the highest rate in history.

 *ACT average in 2013 includes scores for students who applied through the test-optional pilot program and submitted scores  
post-admission for research purposes.

FRESHMAN ENROLLMENT

72 72 
838682

247
234

229
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156

165
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285259

230

249Freshman Enrollment 
by College

Music Theatre COE CMN CDM

09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13

90 NEW FRESHMEN ENROLLED AT DEPAUL 
THROUGH THE TEST-OPTIONAL PILOT PROGRAM.
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Top 10 Freshman  
Majors Students Enrolled

Accounting 177

Psychology 150

Health science 130

Marketing  112

Biology 97

Finance 92

Digital cinema 91

Business administration 86

Political science 73

Management 68

In addition, 252 students are undecided.

CSH LAS BUS

09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13

Freshman  
Enrollment 

2009 2,531

2010 2,241

2011 2,458

2012 2,593

2013 2,425

This chart includes historical 
enrollment data broken out 
to reflect LAS and CSH as 
separate colleges. Prior to 
2011, these enrollments 
were combined within LAS.

FRESHMEN WITH AN UNDECIDED MAJOR 
DROPPPED FROM 27% IN 2009 TO 10% IN 2013.



TRANSFER ENROLLMENT
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Enrolling in fall 2013 are 1,698 new undergraduate transfer students, down 2 percent from  
2012. Transfer enrollment in CSH, SNL, COE and Music increased. Together, the four largest 
colleges for transfer enrollment—BUS, LAS, CSH and SNL—enroll 74 percent of transfers.  
Sixty-five percent of transfers came from community colleges. Forty-three percent of this fall’s 
new transfers entered DePaul with sophomore class status. 

Transfers continue to be a strategic priority in DePaul’s enrollment mix. This fall, transfers account 
for 41 percent of new degree-seeking undergraduates, compared with 40 percent in 2009. 
Throughout 2012-13, DePaul enrolled a total of 2,737 transfer students and 2,635 freshmen.

Transfer Enrollment 
by College

Music Theatre COE CMN CDM

09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13

Top 10 Transfer Student  
Feeder Schools Students Enrolled 

College of DuPage (COD) 152

Oakton Community College 129

Harper College 102

Moraine Valley Community  College 89

College of Lake County 86

Harold Washington College 80

Wilbur Wright College 49

Joliet Junior College 43

Elgin Community College 41

Total at Top 10 Feeder Schools 771

COD, OAKTON AND HARPER ACCOUNT FOR  
34% OF ALL COMMUNITY COLLEGE TRANSFERS.
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Freshman

By Gender

  Less than half of all new freshmen are  
male (42 percent) in 2013, compared with  
41 percent in 2009. 
  Enrollment in COE, CMN, LAS, Theatre  
and CSH is more than 69 percent female. 

By Geography

  47 percent come from suburban Chicago  
or elsewhere in Illinois, 36 percent from  
out of state and 17 percent from the city  
of Chicago.
  DePaul’s five top feeder states for enrolled 
out-of-state freshmen are Michigan, 
California, Ohio, Wisconsin and Minnesota. 
  The 866 out-of-state freshmen come from 
almost 650 high schools throughout the 
nation.

First-Generation Freshmen

  Enrolling this fall are 803 freshmen from 
families where neither parent has a college 
degree. First-generation students represent 
33 percent of the freshman class.  
  Nearly half (48 percent) of this year’s first-
generation students come from suburban 
Chicago. 

Transfer

By Gender

  Half of all new transfers are male  
(51 percent) in 2013, compared with  
48 percent in 2009.

   Enrollment in CSH, COE, Theatre and  
SNL is more than 50 percent female. 

By Geography

DePaul remains a top destination for transfer 
students in Illinois. 

  60 percent of transfers are from Illinois 
community colleges.

  25 percent are from out-of-state institutions.
  8 percent are from Illinois private and  
for-profit four-year institutions.

  5 percent are from Illinois public four-year 
universities.

  2 percent transferred with credit for 
equivalent experience.

By Age

  70 percent of new transfers are under 24,  
17 percent are 24-29 years of age, and  
13 percent are 30 or older. 

  SNL enrolls 41 percent of all new transfer 
adults and 69 percent of those who are  
30 years of age or older.

  All of the other colleges are 78 percent or 
more traditional age (under 24).

FRESHMAN AND TRANSFER DEMOGRAPHICS

IN 2012-13, 72% OF TRADITIONAL-AGE  
TRANSFERS ENTERED IN FALL QUARTER;  
51% OF ADULT TRANSFERS ENTERED IN THE FALL.
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Race/Ethnicity of New Freshman and Transfer Students 
 Freshmen Transfers Percentage  Percentage  

Race/Ethnicity   
of Freshmen of Transfers

Hispanic/Latino  411 295 17% 17%

African-American  159 154 7% 9%

Asian 156 142 6% 8%

Multiracial/Non-Hispanic 117 60 5% 4%

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 1 5 < 1% < 1%

Caucasian 1,435 874 59% 52%

Other/Unreported Background 90 108 4% 6%

Students of Color 844 656 35% 39%

    

International (Students on F1 and J1 Visas) 52 58 2% 3% 

 

49% OF FRESHMEN WHO REPORTED  
A RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE ARE CATHOLIC.
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FRESHMAN ADMISSION TRENDS

DePaul received 19,957 applications for fall 2013, a 10 percent increase over 2012 and a 72 percent 
increase from 2009. A total of 1,541 students applied through the test-optional pilot program.

  Applications increased to all colleges this year, with the exception of LAS, Music and COE.  
  CSH received 28 percent of the applications at 5,680, up 22 percent from last year.  
  Similar to the past two years, 40 percent of applications came from out of state. California, 
Michigan and Ohio were the largest senders of out-of-state applications.

Applications

Admitted

Enrolled

Admission 
Rate

Yield Rate  
(% enrolled)

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

2,531 2,4582,241 2,593 2,425

11,596

18,160

19,957

16,711

12,031

8,600

10,714
11,318 11,948

8,281

29% 23% 20%23%27%

74%
64% 62% 60%

69%

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Freshman Applications, Admission  
and Enrollment Yield

DEPAUL ADMITTED MORE FRESHMEN (11,948) IN 2013,  
THAN APPLIED IN 2009 (11,596).
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Transfer applications declined by 7 percent to 5,119 from 2012’s all-time record of  
5,517 applications. 

TRANSFER ADMISSION TRENDS

19 PERCENT OF TRANSFER APPLICATIONS WERE  
TO MAJORS IN THE COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND HEALTH,  
UP FROM 14 PERCENT IN 2009.

Transfer Applications, Admission  
and Enrollment Yield

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Admission 
Rate

Yield Rate  
(% enrolled) 56%

53% 53% 53% 53%

Applications

Admitted

Enrolled
1,655 1,772

1,596 1,738 1,698

4,674

5,517
5,1195,354

4,827

2,979
3,328 3,273 3,1873,002

59%

64%
62% 62% 62%
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FRESHMAN RETENTION AND GRADUATION RATES

Returning in fall 2013 for their sophomore year are 85.4 percent of the fall 2012 full-time freshmen, 
compared with 85.2 percent of the prior year’s freshman class.

One of the most significant trends is the continued increase in four-year graduation rates over the 
past six years. This year, the four-year graduation rate for the 2009 freshman class was the highest 
ever at 56.3 percent, up from 47.6 percent for the 2004 class.

Of the fall 2007 full-time freshmen, 70.5 percent had graduated from DePaul six years later, up 
from 68.0 percent for the 2006 class.

Freshman Retention and Graduation Rates

First-year 
Freshman 
Retention

Six-year 
Graduation 
Rate

Four-year 
Graduation 
Rate

43.0%
47.6% 48.8%

50.6%
54.2%

56.0% 56.3%

63.8%
67.9% 67.0% 68.0%

70.5%

83.9% 84.7%
82.6% 83.7% 84.9% 85.2% 86.9% 86.4% 85.2% 85.4%

Freshman  
Cohort Year

THE FOUR-YEAR GRADUATION RATE INCREASED 
FOR THE SIXTH CONSECUTIVE YEAR.

2003 2004 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 20122005
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Degrees Awarded 2013

Bachelor’s 3,802

Master’s 2,772

PhD/EdD 31

Law - JD 287

Law - LLM 25

Certificate 31

Total 6,948

Time to Degree –  
Master’s Students

 Average Time to 
 Degree in Quarters

2009-10 9.0

2010-11 8.9

2011-12 8.7

2012-13 8.6

DEGREES GRANTED 

In 2012-13, DePaul awarded 6,948 degrees. This was a 13 percent increase from 2008-09. DePaul 
awarded 21 percent more bachelor’s degrees, 4 percent more master’s degrees and 3 percent 
more doctorates. Law degrees, JD and LLM combined, were down by 5 percent during this time.

BUS and LAS together awarded half of the bachelor’s degrees last year, with 28 percent and  
18 percent, respectively. Another quarter of the degrees were awarded by CMN (13 percent)  
and CSH (13 percent).

Thirty-four percent of bachelor’s degrees were awarded to students of color. The largest 
proportion of bachelor’s degrees awarded to Asian-American and Hispanic/Latino graduates  
was from BUS (55 percent and 27 percent, respectively), and the largest proportion awarded  
to African-American graduates was from SNL (35 percent).

Time to Degree

A total of 1,899 bachelor’s degree recipients in 2012-13 entered DePaul as freshmen and took 
four years and one quarter, on average, to complete their degrees. Bachelor’s degree recipients in 
2011-12* who entered as transfers (1,341 students) took, on average, three years to complete their 
degrees in colleges other than SNL, and SNL transfer students (248 students) took four years and 
two quarters.

Master’s degree recipients enrolled in an average of 8½ quarters to complete their degrees, 
although this has declined over time. Time to degree varies by college. Graduating master’s 
students in Music and CMN enrolled in 6½ quarters; students in BUS, CSH, LAS and COE 
enrolled in 8 to 9 quarters; and Theatre, CDM and SNL students enrolled in 9 or more quarters  
on average to complete their master’s degrees.

 *Data for transfer and SNL transfer graduates in 2012-13 is not available at the date of publication.
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Graduate Enrollment

In fall 2013, a total of 7,103 graduate students enrolled (excluding Law). Although overall graduate 
enrollment is down 6 percent from the 2012 class of 7,544 students, enrollment in five of the 
nine colleges increased this year. CDM’s enrollment increase of 5 percent made it the largest 
graduate college in 2013, exceeding KGSB enrollment by 123 students. A total of 93 percent of 
all graduate students are master’s degree students, 4 percent are doctoral students, 2 percent 
are in certificate programs, and 1 percent are non-degree seeking.

  61 percent are enrolled full time, taking eight or more credit hours per quarter, up from  
58 percent in 2009. Full-time graduate enrollment varies by college. The colleges with 
primarily full-time graduate enrollment include Theatre (100 percent), CMN (76 percent),  
CSH (68 percent), KGSB (67 percent) and COE (64 percent). The largest proportion of  
part-time graduate enrollment is in SNL (84 percent).
  28 percent are students of color (2,004 students), up from 26 percent in 2012. Enrollment of 
students of color has increased by 14 percent since 2009.
  14 percent are under 24 years of age, compared with 10 percent in 2009. Music had the highest 
proportion of young graduate students at 37 percent, compared with 33 percent last year;  
15 percent of KGSB enrollment was under 24 years of age, compared with 21 percent in 2012.
  12 percent, or 871 graduate students, are international students (on F1 and J1 visas). This  
is down from 946 students in 2012. 

614
655

708 714 729Graduate and Law Enrollment  
by College

GRADUATE AND LAW ENROLLMENT

Theatre Music SNL CMN CSH

09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13

38 3639 39 39

137118 139 147123 147 147168

119 144

209
240

260

231

230

831 OR 12% OF GRADUATE STUDENTS ENROLLED THIS FALL  
RECEIVED THEIR BACHELOR’S DEGREES FROM DEPAUL.
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Law Enrollment

A total of 891 students enrolled in the College of Law 
this fall, a decline of 4 percent from 2012 and 17 percent 
from 2009. Most law students are enrolled in the JD day 
program—81 percent—with 15 percent in the evening 
program and 4 percent in the LLM program.

 53 percent are female (51 percent in 2012).
  43 percent are from out of state, 37 percent from  
the suburbs and other Illinois locations, and 19 percent 
from the city of Chicago (compared with 46 percent,  
34 percent and 19 percent, respectively, in 2012).
  31 percent are under 24 years of age (29 percent  
in 2012).
  21 percent are students of color.

Law LAS COE CDMKGSB

09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13

2,264

2,155

2,115
2,107

1,866

1,455

1,478

1,370

1,196

1,809

1,879 1,905

1,901

1,989

1,078 1,076
1,031

924

891

1,168

1,301 1,282

1,076

951
1,005

Graduate and 
Law Enrollment

2009 8,873

2010 9,093

2011 9,014

2012 8,468 

2013 7,994

This chart includes 
historical enrollment 
data broken out to 
reflect LAS and CSH 
as separate colleges. 
Prior to 2011, these 
enrollments were 
combined within LAS.

Graduate Enrollment  
by College  2009 2013

CDM 20% 25%

KGSB 26% 23%

COE 16% 13%

LAS 13% 12%

LAW  12% 11%

CSH 7% 9%

CMN 2% 3%

Music 1% 2%

SNL 1% 2%

Theatre < 1% < 1% 
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New Master’s Enrollment

The 1,596 new master’s students enrolled in fall 2013 are a diverse group:

  57 percent are female (56 percent in 2012).
   46 percent are between ages 24 and 29, and 31 percent are under age 24 (43 percent  
and 35 percent, respectively, in 2012).
  28 percent are students of color (25 percent in 2012).
  13 percent are international students on F1 and J1 visas (20 percent in 2012); 53 percent  
of international students enrolled in KGSB and 29 percent in CDM.

The new master’s students come from a wide range of locations:

  35 percent are from the city of Chicago (35 percent in 2012).
  35 percent are from suburban locations and elsewhere in Illinois (33 percent in 2012).
  25 percent are from out of state (24 percent in 2012).
  5 percent are from international locations (8 percent in 2012).

 

379

279 278

217

169

New Master’s Enrollment  
by College

NEW GRADUATE ENROLLMENT

Theatre MusicSNL CMN COE

09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13

13 1314 14 14
3529 29 23 25

45 525257
41

7676
100

78

92

28% OF NEW MASTER’S STUDENTS ARE 
BOTH FULL TIME AND UNDER AGE 24, 
COMPARED WITH 21% IN 2009.
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New Doctorate Enrollment

A record number of 63 new doctoral students enrolled this fall, compared with 34 new students 
in 2012. Half (51 percent) of these students were in CSH (including 17 new students in the 
nursing doctoral program), 37 percent were in COE, 8 percent in LAS and 5 percent in CDM. 

  76 percent are women.
  30 percent come from out of state, 33 percent from the city of Chicago, 32 percent from 
suburban Chicago and other locations in Illinois, and 5 percent from out of the country.
   30 percent are students of color; 19 percent are African-American.

CSH LAS BUS CDM

09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13 09 10 11 12 13
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324319

353

390
443 445
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583
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352
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319
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386

This chart includes 
historical enrollment 
data broken out to 
reflect LAS and CSH 
as separate colleges. 
Prior to 2011, these 
enrollments were 
combined within LAS.

 New Master’s New Doctoral  New Law 
 Enrollment Enrollment Enrollment

2009 1,787 20 405

2010 1,761 34 349

2011 1,874 31 334

2012 1,717 34 318

2013 1,596 63 312
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New Law Enrollment

The College of Law welcomed 312 new law students this fall, compared with 318 in 2012.  
Of the law students, 252 students are enrolled in the day program, 47 in the evening program 
and 13 in the LLM program.

   58 percent are under 24 years of age (54 percent in 2012).
   50 percent are women (57 percent in 2012).
   40 percent are from out of state, 38 percent from suburban Chicago and other Illinois  
locations, and 21 percent from the city of Chicago (49 percent, 30 percent and 20 percent, 
respectively, in 2012).
   18 percent are students of color (25 percent in 2012).

Race/Ethnicity of New Master’s, Doctoral  
and Law Students 

Race/Ethnicity New Master’s New Law New Doctoral

American Indian/Alaska Native 0 3 0

African-American 167 14 12

Asian 108 11 4

Hispanic/Latino 114 28 2

Caucasian 802 208 32

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 2 0 0

Multiracial/Non-Hispanic 54 0 1

Unreported Background 141 30 8

International (Students on F1 and J1 Visas) 206 18 4
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DEPAUL LOCATIONS AND CREDIT HOURS

The Lincoln Park and Loop campuses generated the majority of fall credit hours, although the 
proportion has dropped from 92 percent in 2009 to 89 percent in 2013 due to the increase in 
the hours generated by online classes. In 2013, online courses generated 24,129 credit hours, 
or 8 percent of all fall credit hours. This is a comparable share but more credit hours than the 
suburban campuses generated at their peak in 2002 (21,314 credit hours). 

A total of 4,721 students registered for at least one online course, including 3,131 undergraduate 
and 1,590 graduate students. This is a 9 percent increase from 4,347 students in 2012, largely 
due to a 15 percent increase in undergraduates registered for online courses. Half of SNL 
students, 52 percent of graduate CDM students and 25 percent of undergraduate CDM students 
are taking at least one online course in the fall.

Of the students registering for online courses this fall, 1,870 students (40 percent) are  
enrolled exclusively online and not simultaneously enrolled in other campus-based courses  
(762 undergraduates and 1,108 graduate students). This is a 2 percent increase from 2012. 
Continuing students make up 86 percent of this enrollment; part-time students account for  
78 percent. Of the exclusively online students

 68 percent are continuing part-time students. 
  57 percent are master’s students;  
43 percent are CDM master’s students.

  27 percent are undergraduate seniors;   
20 percent are SNL undergraduate seniors.

 36 percent are students of color.

Credit Hours Undergraduate Graduate Law Total 

2009 229,894 54,510 13,980 298,384

2010 229,753 55,883 14,333 299,969

2011 234,166 56,228 13,692 304,086

2012 235,716 53,596 12,394 301,705

2013         234,250  50,584 11,888  296,722 

70% OF STUDENTS EXCLUSIVELY TAKING 
ONLINE COURSES THIS FALL ARE FROM  
THE CHICAGO METROPOLITAN AREA.
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DIVERSITY

DePaul enrolled 8,213 students of color in 2013, an increase of 1 percent (or 56 students) from 
2012. Students of color account for 34 percent of total enrollment, 37 percent of undergraduate 
enrollment, 28 percent of graduate enrollment and 21 percent of law enrollment.  

The number of students who consider themselves multi-racial/non-Hispanic continues to grow 
annually though the rate of growth has slowed. A total of 78 percent of these students were 
undergraduates.

University Enrollment  
by Race and Ethnicity

Native  
Hawaiian/ 
Pacific  
Islander

Multiracial/
Non-Hispanic

Asian

African-
American

Hispanic/
Latino

American 
Indian/ 
Alaska Native

68
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86
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341

1,793

1,731

1,707

1,808

1,812

2,272

2,243

2,238

2,253

2,180

2,745
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 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

 7,211 7,667 8,031 8,157 8,213

Total Students  
of Color

Race/Ethnicity of Undergraduate,   
Graduate and Law Students 

Race/Ethnicity Undergraduate Graduate Law

American Indian/Alaska Native  16 4 5

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 36 16 1

Multiracial/Non-Hispanic 605 170 3

Asian 1,195 476 36

African-American 1,372 816 50

Hispanic/Latino 2,796 522 94

Caucasian 9,124 3,640 582

Unreported Background 825 554 94
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International Students on F1 and J1 Visas

In total, 1,328 students have international student status (on F1 and J1 visas), compared with 
1,324 in 2012 and 733 students in 2009 (an 81 percent increase). This year, about a third 
of international students are undergraduates and two-thirds are graduate and law students. 
International students represent 5 percent of total university enrollment.

International Undergraduate Enrollment Trends

  431 international undergraduates enrolled across all of DePaul’s colleges, up 23 percent  
from 2012 and up in almost all colleges with the exception of CDM (down 11 percent).

  Enrollment doubled from 2009 to 2013 and at least half of these students enrolled in BUS 
annually.

  International undergraduates come from almost 70 countries, with China the largest source  
of undergraduate enrollment for the past three years. In 2009, the largest number came  
from Korea.

  54 percent come from five countries: China, Saudi Arabia, Korea, Malaysia and Pakistan.
  61 percent are men.

International Graduate and Law Enrollment Trends

  A total of 897 international graduate and law students enrolled in 2013. The largest proportion 
of students enrolled in KGSB and CDM (50 percent and 32 percent, respectively).

  Enrollment is down 8 percent from 2012, primarily due to a loss of 103 international students 
in KGSB (a 19 percent decline). However, enrollment in CDM, CSH, LAS and CMN grew from 
2012 by 34 students combined, partially offsetting the decline in KGSB.

  Enrollment grew by 71 percent from 2009 to 2013, although growth in KGSB outpaced that  
in CDM and changed the college mix. The proportion enrolling in KGSB increased from  
32 percent to 50 percent during this time, while CDM went from 47 percent to 32 percent.

  Students come from almost 75 countries, with over half from China and two-thirds from  
China and Saudi Arabia combined. 

  57 percent are women (70 percent of KGSB and 33 percent of CDM are women). 

26 - THE AVERAGE AGE FOR INTERNATIONAL GRADUATE STUDENTS 
31 - THE AVERAGE AGE FOR DOMESTIC GRADUATE STUDENTS 
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NATIONAL COMPARISONS

DePaul is the largest private, not-for-profit university in the Midwest and the 12th largest  
private institution nationally.  DePaul has been the largest Catholic university in the nation  
for 16 consecutive years, having exceeded St. John’s University in total enrollment in 1998. 
DePaul enrolled 15 percent of the enrollment at the 10 largest Catholic institutions in 2013.
 
Since 2004, enrollment at the largest Catholic institutions increased by 9 percent to almost 
161,000 students, an increase of almost 14,000 students. From 2009 to 2013, enrollment at 
these institutions grew by 2 percent, or just over 3,000 students, and growth has slowed over 
the past three years. From 2012 to 2013, total enrollment was flat or in decline at eight of the  
10 largest schools, with the exception of St. Leo and Loyola University Chicago (increases of  
2.2 percent and 1.5 percent, respectively).

Nation’s Largest Catholic 
Universities by Enrollment 2013 

DePaul University 24,414

St. John’s University 20,729

Georgetown University* 17,357

St. Leo University 16,275

Loyola University Chicago 15,957

Fordham University 15,098

Boston College 13,525

Saint Louis University 13,505

University of Notre Dame 12,124

Marquette University 11,782

 *Based on data available at the time of publication, this list reflects 2012 enrollment for Georgetown University.



Sources:  
Institutional Research & Market Analytics (IRMA): Including the Enrollment Update Report for Fall 2013, Registration Activity 
Report for Fall 2013, DePaul University Survey of Catholic Institutions 2013, DePaul University Survey of National Private 
Institutions 2013, Fact File, Fall 2013 Enrollment File, IRMA Retention Database and 2013 Admission files.
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